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Helter Skelter: The True Story of the Manson Murders 

 The title, Helter Skelter, is in fact referencing the large-scale racial war that Charles 

Manson had envisioned to be coming in the late 1960s. He took this specific name from the song 

by the Beatles with the same name. To Manson, this would be the war to end all wars, as it 

would end in the entire white race to be extinct. The subtitle simply explains the topic of the 

story:  every detail behind the prosecution of Charles Manson and the Manson Family. That is 

really what the whole book is about, and the back of the book describes it well: “The case that 

shocked a nation. The incredible book that tells what really happened. Here are the answers,” 

(Bugliosi). Vincent Bugliosi sets out to inform the world how big of an evil mastermind Charles 

Manson really was; it defeated the assumptions that the media had made about the case so that 

the general public could get a true, unbiased look at Charles Manson and his influence.  

 While the entire book is structured sequentially, the information given is taken from 

many points in time as the sequence is the discovery of new information. The first section of the 

book is completely told from a third-person point of view. This helps the reader to be in the same 

mindset as Vincent Bugliosi himself. As Bugliosi is assigned the case, he explicitly states that 

the narration was to switch from third-person to first-person, and it did for the rest of the book. 

Bugliosi separated the book into parts named after the processes of their investigation such as 
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“The Murders”, “The Killers”, and “The Search for Motive”. Each part is very long and often 

takes more than 100 pages to complete, as there is only eight of them. Just the very length of this 

book suggests that it is written for someone who shares a very great interest in this subject. The 

language of this book suggests that it may be read by anyone with the want to learn, as the 

footnotes that are included throughout the book give the reader an understanding of all 

complicated terms. While this can be considered for people of all reading levels, it is definitely 

not for the faint of heart; every gruesome detail is shared and expanded on. This coupled along 

with the language used certainly makes this inappropriate for people under the average maturity 

level of a fourteen year old child. This book was written primarily for the people of the time who 

needed an explanation outside of the news. 

 1974 was a simpler time; today, information spreads like wildfire. If one is unsure of 

anything someone may say, they can simply pull the miniature computer out of their pocket and 

access the world’s greatest database of information to ensure the information’s validity. Back 

then, it was not so easy, as all people had to rely on for information was the news. As often 

stated in the book, this news was mostly incorrect with their statements simply to make 

newspaper sales. Vincent Bugliosi was determined to give the people what they wanted: the 

truth. He was tired of the public being lied to and being fed false information, so he wrote the 

story as unbiased to the best of his abilities. Every piece of information is given in a very 

“matter-of-fact” fashion, and he even references where law enforcement could have and did foul. 

Almost the entire book is told in a formal tone, but seemingly random instances of informality 

appear such as “On reinterviewing Terry Melcher, I became convince that he was withholding 

something. There wasn’t time for pussyfooting,” (Bugliosi 303). The whole book reads exactly 

as you would expect it to be, as it was written by an attorney. 
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 This was honestly one of the greatest, if not the best, books I have ever read. I am yet to 

find anything wrong with it, in my opinion, and I have already started my second reading. The 

way the story is told on almost a personal level helped me connect with the author even though 

I’ve never lived in the 1960s or seen the inside of a court room. The sheer detail of this book has 

informed me on topics of which I would have never dreamed of learning about. As for 

weaknesses, as I had mentioned earlier, I was unable to find any. While more experienced 

readers may comment on aspects such as the length and detailed-ness of it, in my eyes, for me, 

this book is exactly what I want in a book. Anyone who is interested in mysteries on how the 

human mind is influenced would certainly love this book. This monster of a man should be 

known to everyone so that they may truly learn the danger of the silver-tongue. While it may 

seem like a daunting read, this book is definitely worth the time of reading it.  
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